
Funding and 
Resources for 
Climate, Equity and 
SustainabilityJudy Sheahan, US Conference 
of Mayors

Debra Kutska, Cook County
Chris Meister, Illinois Finance 
Authority
Jason Myers, Johnson Controls, 
Inc.



























Supporting 
Climate + Equity in 
Cook County 
through ARPA 
Funds
Debra Kutska
Assistant Deputy Chief Administrative 
Officer
Cook County, IL

Greentown Climate & Equity, 6/22/23

Will be 
DVC Solar 
photo 
from KB



American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funding
• In 2021, Cook County received $1 billion from the federal government to help with 

COVID-19 recovery and beyond. 

• With participation from residents, stakeholders, community groups and elected 
officials, we have prioritized this important funding to address the most pressing needs 
and to have transformative, lasting impact.

• Many eligible uses, including:
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Project Identification and Selection
• Series of community town halls and surveys, over 30,000 responses

• Looking at comments in community surveys participants specifically associated 
infrastructure with Climate Change issues.
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Guiding Documents, www.engagecookcounty.com
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Equity Fund Task Force Report: Sustainable 
Communities Recommendations
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5.1 Invest in climate-resilient infrastructure to address decades of 
disinvestment in Black and Latine communities.

5.2 Establish a Cook County Environmental Justice Policy to 
incorporate environmental and equity impacts in policy and program 
decision-making.

5.3 Support actions that improve both public health and 
environmental health for the overall well-being of residents, 
particularly in Black, Latine, and low-income communities.



Over $130M in ARPA Investments in Sustainability
Cook County continues to use an equity lens to guide its allocations to promote 

racial equity and sustainable impacts across the county.
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• Lead Poisoning Prevention Fund
• Capacity-Building Investments in 

Food Access Sites
• Good Food Purchasing Program 

(Cook County Department of Public 
Health)

• Urban Farming Initiative Gap 
Analysis

• Neighborhood Revitalization Brownfield Remediation
• South Suburban Hazardous Household Waste Facility 

and Satellite Collection Locations
• Businesses Reducing Impact on the Environment (BRITE) 

Fund
• Healthy Homes for Healthy Families
• Implementing the Southeast Cook County Land 

Acquisition Plan (Forest Preserve District of Cook County)
• Riparian Restoration (Forest Preserve District of Cook County)
• Climate Resiliency Planning for Communities Program
• Resilience Hubs
• Cook County Sun and Save

• The Cook County Water Affordability 
Program

• Community Conservation Corps 
(Forest Preserve District of Cook County)

• Invest in Cook Expansion
• Electric Vehicle Charging Stations
• Lead Pipe Removal at Vera Yates 

Homes and Richard Flowers Homes 
(Housing Authority of Cook County)

• Lead, Leaking and Obsolete Service 
Line Replacement Pilot Program

• RainReady Plan Implementation
• Stormwater Management Project

Emergency Operations Planning



Climate Resiliency Planning for Communities
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Goal: Support 5 suburban communities to develop community-centered Climate 
Resiliency Plans; provide funding to implement plans that will set communities 
up to withstand increased climate threats and thrive in a changing climate. 

Why: Many suburban communities do not have the resources to complete plans 
and implement solutions due to high up-front costs.

Participation/Eligibility: 
• Suburban community without Climate Resiliency Plan
• Demonstrated need for technical assistance, staff resources, or financial 

support
• Commitment and willingness to work with the County and designated 

partners to actively participate
• Priority to communities in areas rated higher on the Environmental Justice 

Index (CDC tool)

Climate Resiliency Planning (cookcountyil.gov)

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/placeandhealth/eji/index.html
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/placeandhealth/eji/index.html
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/climateresiliency


RainReady Plan Implementation
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Goal: Improve community health and resiliency, address inequities from flooding, impact on housing 
values, and ability to build wealth through green infrastructure improvements in Calumet Corridor.

Why: Flooding is a major threat to health, safety, and economic well-being in this region. From 2007 to 
2011, over 16,000 flood-related insurance claims filed and $41.4 million in damages were paid out to these 
six communities.

Eligibility/Participation: Open to Blue Island, Calumet City, Calumet Park, Dolton, Riverdale, Robbins

Partnerships:
• Original plans by Center for Neighborhood Technology (CNT), funding from County CDBG funds
• CNT Subrecipient, contracted with GreenPrint Partners (project management) and OAI, Inc. 

( maintenance)

RainReady Calumet Corridor Plans

http://rainready.org/calumet-corridor/


Implementing the Southeast Land Acquisition Plan 
and Riparian Restoration (FPCC)
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Southeast Land Acquisition Goal: Acquire up to 350 acres 
in Southeast Cook County, protect and restore natural areas 
to expand access of historically disinvested communities to 
forest preserve system, and sequester carbon.

Riparian Restoration Program Goal: To reduce flooding 
and improve air/water quality by completing ecological 
restoration of 400 acres around Thorn and Tinley Creeks and 
develop Hydrologic Restoration plans to identify repairs and 
reduce soil erosion.

Why:  Only 9% of African Americans and 10% of Latinos 
participate in outdoor recreation. Cook County’s trees 
provide the $197 million worth of benefits, annually and an 
additional $550 million in carbon sequestration.



EV Charging Stations
Goal: Install up to 75 public charging stations including a mix of 
dual port Level 2 charging stations (5 within the 
Forest Preserves), DC Fast Chargers and Level 2 dual port 
Streetlight chargers in charging deserts in suburban Cook 
County

Why: Charging access is an area of growing inequity; people 
won't consider an EV if there is no place to charge. From 1/21 to 
1/22, 40% more EVs have been registered in Cook County; EVs 
are cheaper than a gas-powered vehicle over lifetime of the 
vehicle

Priority Communities: Areas with few or no public EV charging 
stations; Under-resourced communities; Areas with higher 
prevalence of multifamily dwelling units where there is no 
garage or off-street parking for charging; COVID-19 Impacted 
areas that can benefit the most from air quality improvements

Timeline:
•Work with ComEd on assessment, choosing site locations in 

Summer 2023
•RFQ for construction/installation of stations Summer 2023
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Healthy Homes for Healthy Families
Goal: To create healthier, safer, more efficient homes for residents most in 
need through whole-home assessments and upgrades to remove and 
remediate hazards, improve air quality, energy efficiency, water conservation, 
and reduce utility bills when feasible.
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Why: 
• 90% of time is spent indoors (can be even higher for individuals with cardiovascular or respiratory issues)
• Black households spend 43% more of their income on energy costs than white
• Low-income households spend three times more of their income on energy costs
• Surveys cite the following concerns for households: Indoor air quality (44%), water quality (38%), and 

harmful materials and chemicals (20%)

Participation/Eligibility: Participation based on referral by healthcare providers for children with elevated 
blood lead levels in households under 120% AMI; only in suburban Cook County

Partnerships: Cook County Department of Public Health (building on existing lead poisoning 
prevention program), Bureau of Economic Development, Elevate (Subrecipient)



Cook County Sun and Save

Goal: Provide residential solar installations for income-qualified 
Cook County residents to reduce utility costs burden and 
increase clean energy within Cook County

Why: 

• Low-income households spend three times more of their 
income on energy costs

• Existing renewable subsidy programs only serve homes up to 
80% AMI, substantial up-front installation costs prevent many 
other residents from participation

Eligibility: Residents with income between 80-120% AMI 
throughout all of Cook County (including city of Chicago)

Timeline:
•SEDAC (program subrecipient) is currently looking for 

qualified installers for the program. Reach out to 
sunandsave@sedac.org for more info
•Details on resident participation to come. Hopeful for 

program launch in August 2023
25
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Businesses Reducing Impact on the Environment (BRITE)
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Goal:  Reduce pollution from business through free technical assessments to 1) identify pollution reduction 
opportunities and 2) determine implementation costs and savings. Provide grant funding for 
implementation to qualified businesses.

Why:  Black Americans are 75% more likely than White Americans to live in communities negatively 
impacted by industry emissions. Non-Hispanic Black Americans are 40% more likely to have asthma than 
non-Hispanic White Americans.

Participation/Eligibility:  Initial focus on select industries in socially vulnerable areas of Suburbs - dry 
cleaners, auto body shops, metal finishers and food and beverage manufacturers. Select industries can 
be sources of pollutants contributing to health issues (respiratory irritants, reproductive issues, neurological 
effects, etc.).

Timeline:
• Partners include BED, U of I, ComEd, Nicor, Illinois Green Business Association, Green Business 

Engagement Network, Illinois Dry Cleaner Association
• Registration for technical assessments is open (available in English, Spanish, and Korean)
• Grant applications open Fall 2023

Businesses Reducing Impact on the Environment (BRITE) Program (cookcountyil.gov)

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=rlVNi7RtBU6oXFnWolbNbsl0iaMKdqxNnSkQ3rneVn1UQUpJSVZFUVdNMFIwNUo2UzBZMklDUzRWQy4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=rlVNi7RtBU6oXFnWolbNbsl0iaMKdqxNnSkQ3rneVn1UQlYzQVFJNEY5RU5JRDZRTktSWUc3R1FIWS4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=rlVNi7RtBU6oXFnWolbNbsl0iaMKdqxNnSkQ3rneVn1URU1ITEtBSDlGUEJGNzVBMTFaODg5VzIxVy4u
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/BRITE


Municipal Recycling & Household Hazardous Waste

Goals: Address recycling needs in South Suburbs.

Why: Many municipalities in Southland offer no recycling; nearest Household Hazardous Waste 
(HHW) recycling/disposal facility is located on Division St. in Chicago, approximately 19 miles 
from the south suburbs.

Eligibility:  Open to all County residents; targeted to low-recycling communities below County 
median income.

Status & Timeline:

• Center for Hard to Recycle Materials (CHaRM Center) opened April 22, 2023 with partner 
South Suburban College (SSC)

• Will accept electronics, styrofoam, clothing/textiles as well as general recycling – expect over 
100 tons/year

• County is funding a Sustainability Coordinator at SSC to manage the center, involve 
students, and provide technical assistance to municipalities in waste contracting

• Permanent HHW facility scheduled to open Fall 2025 in S. Suburbs.
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Neighborhood Revitalization Brownfield Remediation
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Goal:  Assess and remediate brownfield sites throughout suburban Cook County, including removal of 
asbestos and demolition of abandoned/unwanted structures

Why: To decrease risk to residents posed by contaminants at brownfield sites and promote economic 
growth and investment through redevelopment of new businesses, open green space, parks, and 
flood/stormwater retention

Participation/Eligibility:  Open to all municipalities and private entities, with focus on south suburbs

Timeline: Currently accepting site recommendations. 
Further information and to submit a site for consideration available at 
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/service/brownfield-redevelopment 

https://www.cookcountyil.gov/service/brownfield-redevelopment
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Questions? 
Deb Kutska, Assistant Deputy Chief Administrative Officer

Debra.Kutska@cookcountyil.gov 

Cook County Department of 
Environment and Sustainability

Email: environment@cookcountyil.gov
Website: www.cookcountyil.gov/environment

Phone:  312-603-8200

Director: deborah.stone@cookcountyil.gov

mailto:Debra.Kutska@cookcountyil.gov
mailto:deborah.stone@cookcountyil.gov
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