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NREL	Science	&	Partnerships	Drive	Innovation



SOLAR ENERGY INNOVATION

• Multi-stakeholder	teams	identify	local	and	regional	
challenges	

• Teams	receive	technical	and	financial	assistance	to	
formulate	and	test	solutions	and	validate	new	models

• Teams	meet	regularly	and	attend	quarterly	workshops	
to	gather	feedback	and	learn	from	other	teams

• Research	and	solutions	shared	with	other	stakeholders	
nationally	

A	collaborative	research	program	that	supports	multi-
stakeholder	teams	to	research	and	share	innovative	solutions	to	
real-world	challenges	associated	with	solar	energy	adoption.

https://www.nrel.gov/solar/solar-energy-innovation-network.html
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SEIN	Round	1	&	Round	2	Teams

Solar	for	System	Resilience	&	Restoration

Locational	Value	of	Solar

Advanced	Rate	Structure	Design

Solar	for	Clean	Electric	Transportation

Prioritizing	Energy	Goals	and	Pathways

Solar	Interconnection	Cost	Reduction

Community-led	Solar	Planning

Solar	+	Storage	for	Microgrids	&	Facility	Backup

Overcoming	Barriers	to	Community-Solar
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SOLEIL LOFTS, POWERED BY SOLAR & 
STORAGE Herriman, Utah

ZERO-EMISSIONS TRANSIT
Park City, Utah

FIRST NET-ZERO FIRE STATION
Salt Lake City, Utah







COMMUNITY RENEWABLE ENERGY ACT (HB 411)

Enables communities who desire renewable energy to obtain net-100% 
renewable electricity by 2030



Community Renewable 
Energy Act

Currently applies to 23 cities and 
counties in Utah
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Renewable Energy Program Manager
Utah Clean Energy

(801) 903-2031
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• Utility burden 
• % of household income spent on utilities – electricity, gas, water
• Data access and resolution are key challenges
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• Collaborative, Community-Focused 
Data Analysis

• Understand the baseline
• Discuss and embed values into policy
• Assess potential opportunities and projected 

results
• Implement, Deliver, and Evaluate

• Tools
• GEM and GEM Process Guide
• ACES
• Clean Energy Policy Toolkit
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