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What is the urban forest?



2010 Tree Census Overview

Invasive species are a problem

Pre-settlement species (especially oaks and hickories) 
are not abundant

Ashes and maples were very common
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2020 Update?

New 2020 Tree Census by spring 2021
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What has happened since then?

•13 million ash trees are dead

•Our canopy has dropped to 18% (national avg. 
for metro areas is 41%)

•Canopy continues to grow in communities with 
resources and is getting smaller in communities 
without resources

•Climate change continues to increase



Emerald Ash Borer

Average 2014 cost: $250,000
Range of costs: $100 to $2.8 million

EAB programs: 
Tree removal (97%)
Public education (64%)
Pesticide application (37%)
Tree ordinances specific to EAB 

(33%)
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Larger trees offer more benefits

>
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Urban tree canopy



Extent of tree benefits correlates 

with tree canopy abundance
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LiDAR
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LiDAR Analysis 
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What has happened since then?

•13 million ash trees are dead

•Our canopy has dropped to 18% (national avg. 
for metro areas is 41%)

•Canopy continues to grow in communities 
with resources and is getting smaller in 
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2020 Update?

New 2020 Urban Tree Canopy Assessments by 
spring 2021
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What has happened since then?

•13 million ash trees are dead

•Our canopy has dropped to 18% (national avg. 
for metro areas is 41%)

•Canopy continues to grow in communities with 
resources and is getting smaller in communities 
without resources

•Climate change continues to increase



Midwest:
Extreme heat
Heavy downpours
Flooding
Drought
Pest and pathogens

Ancillary impacts to:
Infrastructure
Health
Agriculture
Forestry
Transportation
Air and Water Quality



Capacity to care for trees



Budget Per Capita



Find specific studies here:
ChicagoRTI.org/TreeBenefit
s
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Return on investment



Forest Management Survey

Chicago Region Trees Initiative ChicagoRTI.org

Please complete the survey!

http://chicagorti.org/MGMTsurvey





Only 17% Remains



ChicagoRTI.org/UTC
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chicagorti.org/OakMap
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Interactive priority map
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chicagorti.org/PriorityMap

http://chicagorti.org/PriorityMap


Flooding
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Heat



Temperature Map
chicagorti.org/surface-temperature-and-tree-canopy



chicagorti.org/PriorityMap

http://chicagorti.org/PriorityMap


Climate
Vulnerability



     ChicagoRTI.org Source: Hendrickson Tree Care

Melissa Custic, MCustic@mortonarb.org 
ChicagoRTI.org   @ChicagoRTI   facebook.com/ChicagoRTI


