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ELPC is the Midwest’s 
leading public interest 

environmental organization, 
working to advance 

environmental 
progress hand-in-hand with 

economic development Clean 
Energy Clean Air

Clean 
Transportation Clean Water

Wild & Natural 
Places
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Illinois Renewable Policy
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Source: Illinois Power Agency.  Long-Term Renewable 
Resources Procurement Plan, Final Revised Plan.  April 20, 

2020.
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Source: Illinois Power Agency.  Long-Term Renewable 
Resources Procurement Plan, Final Revised Plan.  April 20, 

2020.

•“RPS” Policy: 
25% by 2025
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Source: Illinois Power Agency.  Long-Term Renewable 
Resources Procurement Plan, Final Revised Plan.  April 20, 

2020.

•“RPS” Policy: 
25% by 2025

•September 2020
•Goal: 17.5%
•Actual: 5.4%
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Illinois Renewable Policy
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Source: Illinois Power Agency.  Long-Term Renewable 
Resources Procurement Plan, Final Revised Plan.  April 20, 

2020.

•“RPS” Policy: 25% 
by 2025

•September 2020
•Goal: 17.5%
•Actual: 4.2%

•Huge progress! 
1.9M RECs in 2018 
to 10M by 2023
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Illinois Renewable Policy: Plateaued Off a Cliff
Fi

g
ur

e 
3

-1
: S

ta
te

w
id

e 
A

nn
ua

l R
P

S
 

G
oa

l, 
R

EC
 P

or
tf

ol
io

 a
nd

 R
EC

 G
ap

Source: Illinois Power Agency.  Long-Term Renewable 
Resources Procurement Plan, Final Revised Plan.  April 20, 

2020.

•“RPS” Policy: 25% 
by 2025

•September 2020
•Goal: 17.5%
•Actual: 4.2%

•Huge progress!
1.9M RECs in 2018 
to 10M by 2023

•Plateaued progress 
= renewables cliff
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FEJA Accomplishments: 5x Renewables
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From 1.9M RECs in 2018 to nearly 10M in 
2023

Distributed 
Generation Utility Brownfield

Community 
Solar

Behind-
the-meter

+Low Income 
Solar:

Illinois Solar for 
All

Utility-Scale 
Wind Solar Programs
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Challenges

• Budget and cashflow
• Increasing the goal
• Community solar – lottery, siting, 

billing
• Interconnection
• Solar+ compensation

– Net metering
– Distributed generation rebate
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Higher RE 
Goal

ME
NH
VT
MA
RI
CT
NJ

MD
NY
VA
MN
CO
NM
NV
OR
CA

100% Goal
ME
NY
VA
WI
CO
NM
NV
WA
CA

Source: Database of State Incentives for Renewable Energy
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What’s Next? 

Legislative proposals
• Clean Energy Jobs Act
• Path to 100%

Governor’s Principles and various Working Groups
Put the State of Illinois on a path toward 100% clean energy by 2050. The State 
must set a goal to reach 100% clean energy by 2050. Climate change is threatening Illinois 
residents and communities, and the science is clear that rapid buildout of renewable 
energy is a necessary near-term strategy for combatting climate change, and it’s necessary 
for powering our long-term future. Illinois can create jobs, battle climate change, and 
improve the environment by leading the Midwest in clean energy deployment.
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https://ilcleanjobs.org/who-we-are/clean-energy-jobs-act/
https://www.pathto100.net/
https://www2.illinois.gov/IISNews/21974-Putting_Consumers_Climate_First-Governor_Pritzkers_Eight_Principles_for_a_Clean_Renewable_Illinois_Economy.pdf
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Questions

MeLena Hessel 
Senior Policy Advocate
Environmental Law & Policy Center
(312) 795-3738 
mhessel@elpc.org 
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