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Equitable climate action for a healthy and resilient Richmond  

Richmond, Virginia 

 
Source: Richmond 300 Insights Report 



RVAgreen 2050 = Integrated Nexus 

Planning Climate Action

  
Reduce ​greenhouse gas emissions  

Equit
y  



 
Climate Resilience  

Prepare for climate change impacts  

Equity​: Correct past harms and prevent future 
unintended consequences; address the underlying 
structural and institutional systems that are the root 
causes of social and racial inequities  



Procedural Distributional Structural  

Everyone can 
influence   
processes and  access 
programs  
Benefits and  burdens 
are  fairly shared  
Change inequitable   

outcomes and   
systems that create   
those outcomes  

Source: Government Alliance   
for Racial Equity (modified) 

Climate Equity Index  
- Poverty  

- Age  
- Race  
- Gender  



- Disabilities  
- Chronic health conditions  
- Mental health  
- Household composition  
- Working outdoors  
- Public assistance income  
- Housing characteristics  
- Crime  
- Education  
- Language  
- Social isolation  
- Employment  
- Transportation access  
- Air conditioning  
- Housing (shelters, group homes) 

 
Overall Social Vulnerability  
% “Minorities” (all persons except 

“White - Not Hispanic or Latino”)  



“Residential Security Map” (1937) 

% Adults with 
Asthma % Housing Units Occupied by Renters  

 
% Below Poverty Level % Housing Units w/o Central A/C  

RVAgreen 2050 Process 
Equity  
Center priorities of   

marginalized communities  



Climate   

Climate   
Action  
Reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and 
pollution  

Resilience 
Prepare for extreme 

heat, extreme   
precipitation,   

and flooding 

We listened:   
affordable housing  
is a community   
priority  

How can we   

How can we   
address 
housing 



affordability   
AND 
reduce 
emissions
?   
Ex: Energy efficiency  
Ex: Renewable energy  

address 
housing 

affordabili
ty   

AND 
resilienc
e? ​Ex: 
Weatherizatio
n  

Ex: Energy security 

RVAgreen 2050 Process 
 


